Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.134; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.6.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: CI2693).
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Comment
Phenylacetate and styrene derivetives are important for their extensive biological activities. Recently a great deal of such kinds of compounds were synthesized, which were found to exhibit good activities Liu et al., 2008; Shi et al., 2008; Xiao et al., 2008) Bond lengths in the title compound ( Fig.1) are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The dihedral angle between the C1-C6 and C7-C12 benzene rings is 55.2 (3)°. The O1/O2/C13-C17 plane forms dihedral angles of 21.3 (3)° and 41.0 (3)°, respectively, with C1-C6 and C7-C12 benzene rings. In the crytal structure, O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table   1 ) link the molecules into zigzag chains along the b axis (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
Equimolar ethyl 3-bromo-2-(4-methoxyphenyl)acrylate and hydroquinone reacted in chloroform overnight, gave the title compound in high yield (88%). Colourless crystals of the title compound were grown by slow evaparation of a methanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (O). In the absence of significant anomalous scattering, Friedel pairs were merged prior to the final refinement.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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